Egoyan: Challenging
Industry Conventions
Speiking in the Rotman Inte-
grative Thinking Seminar
Series in [anuary, celebrated
Lanacdian independent Blmmaker
Atom Egoyan {BA ‘82 TRIN,
[t Sac Hon, "BB) deserited his
approach to bath the ant and st
nesss of Flmmaking to a packed
house in the Fleck Arrtum,
Liroowcdngg v as the son of visaal
artists inVictoria, BL.C., Egoyan's
sense aof the power behimd cre
atbee imagery was acthvated early
on. He came o Toronts in 1978

ter sty dribernatbonal relatbons at

L of T's Trinity College, but
tefore Long, hils attention was
diveried by the free Qimmaking
equipment offered at the Hart
House Fitm Board, His furse short
Ul e red an e at the Cana
dian Mattonal Exhibition FAlm fes
thval, and he went on to make
fowr more before he graduated.
In |'§|H'1, |.':|.:-::-'.-'.|n'.': first Fenture
length film, Nazr or Kin won a
prize at o small Cierrman film Fes
tival, miarking the beginming of
the 'Eurapesn-tzation’ of his
career. | modeled myvsedf after
directors lke Bergman and
Fellini

unique quality that could be

whase Films had a

described as "esque’, he says.
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When his success in Lrermany

lead i a short run at Toronio's

Carlton Cinerra, Egovan officially

Atzm Egoyan of Hotman in Jansary

clecided o start taking his Almrs o
market. “From that point on, |
haves afiways kept funding amd dis
tribnstion opportunities in the back
off rmyy mnind wehdle | worked on the
creative process.

In 1989, he joined Forces with
Robert Lantos of Alliance
Atlantis, who took o major
chance on the young Almmaker.
"He sitel tex mies, " [ yoss can makoe a
filen for 51 milllon, just proside
mie with the title, and the rest will
bie Left up to you”. Fgoyan's Arsi
feature o galn swiide release in the
LS. was The Adjoster in 1991,
Then came Evatica — "a major
tireakehirough and the most com
merclal flm I've made to date.”
At the 1999 Cannes Film Festi-
wal, It was ot anly the Arst Lana
dian Elm in ten vears to take pant
i ofFiclald competition,, it reoeived
the International Crittes' Prize.

Throughout it all, Egoyan has
willfully malntatined a Canacdian
context For his work.  His Aims
are as far removed from typdeal
miovle Farmilas as Toronio — his
hoane Base — Is geographically

remrevwes] from |.|.-|:-Il:|.'l.~.'|:u:-el.. '|".-1'.-

vishon is deeply engrained noeach
i, sirys the director koo far
glving the viewer bits amnd pleces
aof information that often only
connect in the Anal scene. This
abillity to frocture a story Hke a0l
sow puzzle means that his flms
hanve a partlcular fedlending: audi
eness wher enjoy a challenges, who
aren t ooking for easy answers.
Tzt s wbwy it s 5o Importarnt to me
o rradntaln copyright and e the
final cut. Unee s no longer vour
volee up there on the screen,
wou e i blg trouble @ anoartdst.”
Last vear, Fgowan relemed Asira,
Test soreenings — whers sudlences
et a chance to presvies o Bim ard
provchle feedback — were held in
N e ke sl H-.m‘_]rl'.'.:-'.-'. While

he & always Interested In hearing

{ Romswam Mawaceecur ]

\ ey

peopks s feedback, Egoyam refused

to take the sudience s advice and
re-edli his Mmoo e wis emsler o
understand. "Uommercial audi
enoes prefer tooget all the arewers
up front. The fact &, 1 like o infuse
w mmech noystery as possible into
ey fllms.

Egovan believes e woukd never
bave: enjoyed the career he's had
in Canada if he'd "gone Holly
wood' . "In LA, you can make
one or twa Alms outside of the
studio system, bt then the pres
sure beoomes enormous o work

within ie.” Bather than play by

| |-::~'.|'.-=.-'.1:-|J-c| s rubes, be has found a
winy to work the system in hds own
Wly. My most satlsfying expert
ence camse with The Swesr Hore
after, which was made in Lanada,
an my berms, bt was re-tnected
into the Amerlcan system and
went o to great accidm, includ
ing Llscar nomdnations for besi
photure arwl et dinecbor,

His next Flm is currently a
haak, tn galiey form. Unly e
thing is certain at thds polne? medd
et will be in for another J':;qn:-.'
an-esque challenge.
=fay Karen Christensen
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