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The Forté Fellows  
Program was created to 
increase the number of 
women applying to and 
enrolling in MBA programs 
by offering fellowships to 
women. Rotman School of 
Management is a sponsor 
school of Forté Foundation 
and a strong supporter 
of women in business. To 
date, Rotman has given 
over $4.7 million to over 
170 Forté Fellows. For 
the Class of 2023 Full-
Time MBA, Rotman has 
awarded Forté Fellowships 
to 32 talented women.
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education
B.Sc. Mechanical Engineering,  
Minor in Bioengineering

M.Sc. Mechanical Engineering
universidad de los andes, bogotá 
colombia

prior work experience
Project Manager 
miebach consulting, bogotá 
colombia

Adriana  
Moreno
rotman mba, 2023

Adriana has worked as a Supply Chain 
Consultant and Manager for five years, 
supporting companies across Latin America 
and the USA to run more efficiently. This gave 
her the opportunity to deliver end-to-end 
solutions to a wide variety of industries such 
as FMCG, Retail, Marketplace, Automotive, 
and Pharma. Adriana truly believes in the 
power of improvement, always searching for 
new experiences and challenges. In her spare 
time she enjoys, travelling to unforgettable 
places with her husband, walking around the 
city, and baking treats for her family.
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education
Bachelor of Business Administration
university of new brunswick, 
st. john, canada

prior work experience
Senior Marketing Manager 
procedureflow, st. john, canada

Amanda  
Verner
rotman mba, 2023

Amanda is an energetic and driven marketer 
who is passionate about the fast-paced and 
entrepreneurial spirit of the tech industry. 
Most recently, she led the marketing 
strategy for a software start-up that more 
than quadrupled in size during her tenure. 
Amanda loves giving back to her community 
and served as a board member at the Saint 
John Regional Hospital’s Brighten Group 
to help improve the hospital experience 
for patients and their families. Amanda has 
danced competitively for most of her life and 
has been a dance instructor for more than 
eight years.
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education
BSc Agribusiness (Honours)
africa university, mutare, zimbabwe

MSc Finance and Accounting (Distinction)
university of westminster, london, uk 

prior work experience
Investment Associate 
agdevco, maputo, mozambique and 
london, uk 

Anatércia  
Mesa
rotman mba, 2023

Anatércia spent most of her career working 
for a UK-based investor specialised in 
impact investing in African agriculture. As 
an investment associate, she developed 
a passion for finance as a catalyst for 
sustainable development in Africa. As the 
only woman in her local investment team, 
she spearheaded the company’s efforts to 
assess and promote economic gender parity 
within portfolio companies. Having lived in 
five countries on three different continents, 
she has witnessed first-hand the importance 
of diverse perspectives in strategy and 
operations. Anatércia was a professional 
Basketball player in Mozambique, and she 
continues to play the sport for fun. In addition, 
she enjoys running and meeting new people.
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education
Bachelor of Chemical Engineering
instituto tecnologico y de estudios 
superiores de monterrey (itesm), 
monterrey, mexico

prior work experience
Senior Financial and Business Analyst 
grupo semper, san pedro garza 
garcia, mexico

Junior Business Analyst
rocket business ventures, san 
pedro garza garcia, mexico

Angie  
Guerrero
rotman mba, 2023

Angie is driven to be part of the action, 
helping businesses in their decision-making 
processes and solving strategy-related 
problems. Using her Chemical Engineering 
background and knowledge in business 
and finance, she has performed financial 
and non-financial analysis for funds, 
allocation schemes, as well as designed and 
implemented solutions for efficient operations 
across diverse sectors such as real estate and 
mining throughout Mexico, U.S., Canada, and 
Germany. Angie is a sports enthusiast and 
enjoys meeting new people, dancing, and 
trying out new desserts.
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education
Bachelor of Business Administration 
(Finance)
sp jain school of global 
management, sydney, australia

prior work experience
Senior Manager - Consulting 
Mindfields, sydney, australia

Arpitha  
Mohan
rotman mba, 2023

Arpitha is passionate about building ‘people-
centric’ and ‘digitally advanced’ organisations. 
She has taken the initiative to develop and 
empower her team at Mindfields, and her 
students at the academy she volunteers with, 
whilst also enabling her clients to achieve 
their goals through digital transformation. 
Having lived in 7 countries to date, she has 
developed an appreciation for change and 
thrives in it. She is driven to discover new ways 
to improve and innovate in the workplace and 
beyond. Outside of her professional interests, 
Arpitha loves meeting new people, fitness, 
and engaging in a game of tennis.
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education
Bachelor of Commerce
university of toronto, canada

prior work experience
Business Development Associate
goldenwise capital management, 
toronto, canada

Assistant Manager, Capital Markets
cbre group, shanghai, china

Babette 
Chen
rotman mba, 2023

Babette is passionate about problem-
solving and bringing digital strategies to the 
financial services industry. She trailblazed 
a Robo-advisor project to help millennials 
and Gen Z build the habit of saving and 
investing. In the future, Babette aspires to 
work on meaningful projects that improve 
the socio-economic conditions in developing 
countries. In her free time, Babette enjoys 
travelling, fashion, symphony as well as 
sudoku. She has visited over 20 countries 
and loves trying out different local cuisines.
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education
Honours Bachelor of Science
university of toronto, canada

prior work experience
Senior Consultant
hitachi solutions, toronto, canada

Consultant
avanade canada, toronto, canada

Bamike 
Kuyoro 
rotman mba, 2023

Bamike has been able to successfully merge 
technology and business to deliver high-
quality solutions throughout her career. Her 
aptitude for understanding and interpreting 
business needs to create technology-
based results has proved to be highly 
influential. Her work has greatly impacted 
the business performance of her clients. 
Bamike is passionate about seeing more 
women in the workspace, particularly in the 
technology industry. She strongly believes 
in the power of representation serving as 
a barrier-breaking catalyst for professional 
excellence. Bamike is confident that when 
more women from all walks of life can see 
and identify with women in leadership 
positions trailblazing in their industries, 
they like Bamike, can receive the inspiration 
necessary to achieve their dreams and 
passions in ground-breaking fashion. 
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education
Bachelor of Science in Business 
Administration Major in Finance
boston university, usa

prior work experience
Business Development Officer
finance one co., ltd., shanghai, 
china

Project Analyst
beijing lian chu guan tian venture 
capital, xi'an, china

Cassie  
Ren
rotman mba, 2023

Cassie loves discovering new opportunities 
by combining her unique and innovative 
ideas with what she learned from school and 
work. She has gained sales and marketing 
experience and learned how to build solid 
business plans throughout her career. During 
her university exchange to Seoul, South 
Korea, she was dedicated to subcultures and 
began her Korean fan site venture to pursue 
entrepreneurship. While collaborating with a 
well-known Korean entertainment company, 
she worked on public relations/marketing 
projects and media platform management. 
As an active contributor to help subcultures 
gain exposure, she continues to work on 
creating a more diverse and dynamic business 
ecosystem.
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education
Postgraduate Diploma in Financial Markets
university of johannesburg, south 
africa

prior work experience
Senior Investment Analyst 
bridgepath capital, blantyre, 
malawi 

Equity Analyst
rezco asset management, 
johannesburg, south africa

Diana    
Mwandidya
rotman mba, 2023

Diana grew up in a developing country 
whose ecosystem was damaged due to 
altered precipitation patterns because of 
climate change. She believes that the finance 
sector can ameliorate climate change while 
generating financial returns. She aims to 
utilize knowledge gained from her Chartered 
Financial Analyst designation and experience 
in investment management to make a 
positive impact in the finance sector’s fight 
against climate change. Diana believes that 
sustainable finance creates positive and 
lasting changes to the global economy and 
is excited to apply her technical acumen 
to make a difference. Diana enjoys playing 
hockey and basketball.
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education
Bachelor of Law (Honours)
university of lagos, nigeria

prior work experience
Vice President, Legal & General Counsel
gladius commodities limited,  
lagos, nigeria

Company Secretary
rotawn energy & logistics services 
limited, lagos, nigeria

Dotun 
Ogunlela
rotman mba, 2023

As a woman who grew up in a highly 
patriarchal society such as Nigeria, Dotun 
is passionate about empowering women to 
achieve their full potential. This inspired her 
to set up a company with the mandate to 
provide legal solutions to the underserved. 
Dotun has spent the last 7 years of her career 
providing legal and business solutions, 
and leading teams across the Downstream 
and Upstream sub-sectors of the Oil & Gas 
industry. She loves travelling and learning 
about new cultures, is a fan of the Manchester 
United football team, and is a music 
enthusiast.
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education
Bachelor of Science: Demography and 
Social Statistics (Honours)
covenant university, ota, nigeria

prior work experience
Portfolio Manager 
arm pension managers (PFA) Ltd., 
lagos, nigeria

Funmilayo   
Adekoya 
rotman mba, 2023

Funmilayo is passionate about helping 
individuals grow their money to achieve their 
goals and aspirations. As a Portfolio Manager 
and a CFA charter holder, she has applied her 
knowledge and experience towards helping 
beneficiaries achieve the best risk-adjusted 
returns and a more comfortable future. She is 
passionate about volunteering and helping 
small businesses. She volunteers on the 
Biodun and Ibikunle foundation, by helping to 
identify Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) 
who are supported with asset-based grants 
to help their business succeed. She also 
volunteered as an industry mentor for the CFA 
Nigeria Society Institute Research Challenge. 
In her free time, she enjoys movies, cooking 
and loves to travel.
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education
B. Eng, Mechanical Engineering (Honours)
the federal university of 
technology, akure, nigeria

prior work experience
Production Engineer
exxonmobil, lagos, nigeria

Funmi  
Orunmuyi 
rotman mba, 2023

Funmi loves finding creative solutions to 
emerging problems, whether as a Production 
Engineer at ExxonMobil or an Entrepreneur 
with multiple business ventures. She finds 
utmost satisfaction in generating value as 
she is inspired to pursue Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship in her MBA program. 
She hopes to launch an incubator program 
that creates a safe space for young female 
graduates to explore their entrepreneurial 
potential in Nigeria, which she believes will 
help foster socio-economic development in 
Nigeria. Funmi enjoys traveling and hiking 
and makes “killer” desserts.
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education
BSc (Honours) in Psychology
queen mary university of london, 
london, uk

prior work experience
Analyst
kuramo capital management, 
nairobi, kenya

Joy  
Wamae
rotman mba, 2023

Ever curious and ambitious, Joy is passionate 
about the power of markets to transform 
lives and build communities. Her psychology 
undergraduate degree gives her a strong 
grounding in topics such as Behavioural 
Economics and Social Psychology, which 
provide a lens through which to analyse 
and understand the qualitative aspects of 
finance, markets and business strategy. 
She is adept at combining psychological 
frameworks with the technical skills gained 
through CFA self-study and private equity 
work experience, and thus bringing a 
balanced approach to problem-solving, deal 
analysis and investment strategy. Outside of 
work, she is an avid runner, hiker and cook.
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education
Bachelor of Arts
mount holyoke college, south 
hadley, usa

prior work experience
Senior International Strategy Analyst
bytedance, beijing, china

Assistant Marketing Manager
richemont north america, new york 
city, usa

Kate Congyi
Li
rotman mba, 2023

Kate Congyi Li is fascinated by the intersection 
of technology and strategy. She spent 3 
years driving digital advertising transitions 
in the US & Canadian luxury watch market. 
Most recently, Kate moved from New York 
City to Beijing to join TikTok’s global growth 
efforts and focused on competition strategies. 
Outside of work, she actively participates in 
mentorship programs and studies French. 
Kate also enjoys indoor bouldering, hiking, 
and baking experiments. 
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education
Honours Biology with a specialization in 
Genetics and Molecular Biology
queen’s university, kingston, canada

Master of Science in Cellular and 
Molecular Medicine 
university of ottawa, canada

prior work experience
Research Associate 
university of ottawa, canada

Katherine  
Reilly
rotman mba, 2023

Katherine was always passionate about 
science. After completing her Master of 
Science, she had the opportunity to set up 
a clinical research laboratory. In this role, 
she realized her love of operations and 
determining optimal resource allocation for 
project success. She also is a fierce advocate 
for diversity and inclusion within Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM). 
She is the chair of Women in Science and 
Engineering (WISE) Ottawa. She also helped 
co-found an educational program, Up4 The 
Challenge, which uses design thinking to 
highlight STEM’s ability to solve relevant 
social challenges to middle and high school 
students. 
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education
Bachelor of Arts, English
beijing foreign studies university, 
beijing, china

Master of Science, Strategic Marketing 
imperial college london, uk

prior work experience
Omnichannel Strategic Planning Assistant 
Manager 
johnson & johnson, shanghai, 
china

Kejia (Chloe)  
Zhang
rotman mba, 2023

Kejia is passionate about brand management 
and developing a strategy to drive change 
and growth. Kicking off her career as a 
Commercial Management Trainee at Johnson 
& Johnson (J&J), she has gained rich 
experience in marketing, sales management, 
and corporate strategy. During the pandemic, 
she seized the digital trend and developed 
J&J’s omnichannel business model from 
scratch, while standardizing operation 
procedures and initiating corporate-wide 
training programs. Meanwhile, having lived 
in China, the Netherlands and the UK, Kejia 
treasures diversity and is an active volunteer in 
creating an inclusive environment for all. Kejia 
enjoys rock climbing, meeting new people, 
and exploring new challenges.
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education
Bachelor of Business Administration
esm business school, free 
university of tbilisi, georgia

prior work experience
Managing Director 
willis towers watson georgia, 
tbilisi, georgia

Country Manager 
gras savoye georgia, tbilisi, 
georgia

Keta  
Pavlenishvili  
rotman mba, 2023

Prior to joining the MBA at Rotman School 
of Management, Keta spent ten years in the 
insurance industry in a post-soviet economy 
where the road of female leaders is full of 
obstacles. Keta has managed to develop an 
insurance brokerage market in her country, 
where the notion of an insurance broker 
and its services was disregarded. In parallel, 
Keta was constantly engaged in women 
empowerment through seminars, coaching 
and financial support. On a personal level, 
Keta is an explorer, enjoys travelling and 
skiing. 
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education
BA (Honours) Economics
university of delhi, new delhi, india

MA Economics with specialization in world 
economy 
jawaharlal nehru university, new 
delhi, india

prior work experience
Manager (Economist) 
reserve bank of india, mumbai, india

Manager (Economy & Strategy) 
national housing bank, new delhi, 
india

Khyati  
Bansal
rotman mba, 2023

Trained as an economist in India, Khyati derives 
happiness from conducting research and crunching 
numbers. She has worked as an economist for 
the Reserve Bank of India in its policymaking 
department. Her favourite assignments include 
the preparation of technical notes for the top 
management using deep insights. She joined 
her family business in healthcare for hands-on 
management experience before joining another 
federal financial institution as a strategist. Having 
lived and worked in the financial capital of India, 
she is keen on exploring the world of finance 
in Toronto. She hopes to be a part of a more 
egalitarian world for working women and wants 
to set up a fund for women MBA aspirants from 
her home country. She enjoys baking, hiking and 
travelling. 
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education
Bachelor of Management,  
Bachelor of Science
dalhousie university, halifax, canada

prior work experience
Manager High Performance Programs 
swimming canada, ottawa, canada

Kristy  
McGregor-Bales
rotman mba, 2023

Kristy is a recognized leader in high-
performance sports management. With 
a background that includes academic 
excellence and team sport, Kristy is 
passionate about leadership and people.  
Her experience includes working with 
national sport organizations, an NHL 
franchise, and university sport. She has 
travelled the globe to the Youth Olympic 
Games, the World Beach Games, and the 
Olympic Games. Highly motivated and 
people-oriented, her goal is to champion 
change to achieve diversity, equity and social 
justice. Kristy spearheaded the creation of 
a DEI Council within Swimming Canada. 
A regular blood donor, Kristy has fostered 
several guide dogs in training.



forté fellows | class of 2023

education
Bsc. Business Administration
ashesi university, ghana

prior work experience
Senior Brand Manager 
unilever, tema, ghana

Mame  
Serwah Saifah
rotman mba, 2023

Mame Serwah is passionate about brand 
management and sustainability; she thrives 
when utilizing sustainable and socially 
impactful campaigns to drive value for 
brands. Her favourite project prior to the 
MBA was working with dentists in Ghana to 
provide free online dental consultations to 
underserved communities during the height 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. Outside of work at 
Unilever, Mame runs a non-profit that provides 
resources and support to pupils living in low-
income communities. She also runs a start-up 
with her brother that links local artisans in 
Ghana with a ready market in Asia, Europe and 
America.
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education
Bachelor of Chemical Engineering
universidade federal do ceará, 
fortaleza, brazil

Specialization in Strategic Management 
fiap, são paulo, brazil

prior work experience
PMO 
smart fit, são paulo, brazil

Senior Consultant 
deloitte, são paulo, brazi

Marina  
Sabino  
rotman mba, 2023

Curious by nature, Marina has always become 
interested in new ways to solve real-life 
problems. She has explored different career 
paths – internal audit, consulting, project 
management, and technology – and is fond of 
understanding how companies can improve. 
After she obtains her MBA, Marina wants 
to work at an innovative company where 
she can share her knowledge and improve 
her leadership experience at the same time 
driving transformation and positive impact.
Outside of her professional interests, Marina 
loves learning new languages, traveling, 
wandering aimlessly to new places, and 
astronomy.
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education
BBA (Honours), International Hotel 
Management with Spa and Health 
Management, Merit
les roches global hospitality 
education, crans-montana, 
switzerland

prior work experience
Sales Executive 
Pikaia Lodge, Santa Cruz, 
Galapagos, ecuador

Marisol  
Rea
rotman mba, 2023

Cultural fluency is what Marisol has acquired 
by living in various countries on three 
continents. As an international hospitality 
enthusiast, she enjoys meeting new people 
and diving into their cultures to create 
memorable experiences. Some of the 
companies where Marisol has worked are 
The Ritz-Carlton Hotel Company in Dubai 
and Barcelona, as well as Pikaia Lodge in the 
Galapagos. Although she has joined multiple 
divisions throughout her career, she is mainly 
skilled and passionate about sales. As for 
Marisol's personal interests, her fascinations 
are community service, extreme sports 
(skydiving), and exotic foods.
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education
Bachelor of Technology with Distinction
cochin university of science and 
technology, cochin, india

Post Graduate Diploma in International 
Business Operations
indira gandhi national open 
university, cochin, india

prior work experience
Shadow Product Owner/ Senior Software 
Developer 
siemens, dubai, uae

Scrum Master/Software Engineer
emirates airlines, dubai, united 
arab emirates

Neenu 
Babu
rotman mba, 2023

Neenu is passionate about technology, innovation, 
and people; and she has held several roles in the tech 
industry from software development, team leading 
to product management. Due to her interest in 
sustainability, she has spearheaded several programs 
as part of Technology consulting and Industry 4.0 to 
implement eco-friendly and futuristic solutions. Being 
the only woman in her team has motivated her to 
work for “Lean In – Tech" in UAE to increase women's 
representation in the technology sector. She aspires 
to become a business leader who empowers people, 
enables innovation, and provides world-class products 
and services to the customer. Neenu is an Indian classical 
dancer and dedicates a considerable amount of her time 
to train and perform. In her free time, she loves to travel 
and spend time with her family and friends.
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education
Bachelor of Commerce with specialization 
in Management
university of ottawa, canada

prior work experience
Senior Consultant 
deloitte, ottawa, canada

Negar   
Jeyrani
rotman mba, 2023

Negar has worked as a Change Management 
consultant for the last five years after 
completing her undergraduate degree. In 
this role, she has had the opportunity to 
work with a variety of clients across several 
industries, both in the private and public 
sectors. She is passionate about building 
strong and meaningful relationships and 
uncovered her skills in fostering client 
relationships while working as a makeup artist 
for 10+ years. In her spare time, Negar enjoys 
traveling, exploring new restaurants, trying 
out new fitness classes, playing tennis, and 
snowboarding.
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education
Bachelors (Honors) In Applied Geophysics
obafemi awolowo university,  
ile-ife, nigeria

Masters In Geoscience for Subsurface 
Exploration, Appraisal, and Development
heriot watt university, edinburgh, uk

prior work experience
Geoscientist
exxonmobil, lagos, nigeria

Operations Geologist
exxonmobil, houston, texas, usa

Onyinyechi   
Egunjobi 
rotman mba, 2023

Onyinyechi has lived in four countries, worked in three, 

and traveled to twelve. She is passionate about girl child 

education with a special interest in STEM. During the 

2020 pandemic, she partnered with an NGO and raised 

funds to renovate, equip and adopt a school library 

at a public Girls’ Secondary School in Lagos, Nigeria. 

For the past decade, Onyinyechi has been involved 

in growing the talent pipeline for STEM careers by 

exposing young girls to the fascinating world of STEM 

through science fairs, lectures, science experiments and 

mentoring programs. Her most fulfilling experience was 

an opportunity to teach 5 - 6-year-old nursery school 

students about earth science; mountains, the solar 

system, rocks, fossils and all the amazing natural features 

mother nature gave us. Onyinyechi wants every young 

girl to know that a scientist can be a sister, a friend, a 

daughter and a mom.
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education
Bachelors of Technology in Information 
Technology
manipal institute of technology, 
manipal, india

prior work experience
Product Manager 
wellthy therapeutics, bangalore, 
india

Reva  
Rajdeep   
rotman mba, 2023

As a technical product manager from the 
Silicon Valley of India (Bangalore), Reva has 
scaled digital therapeutics in South East Asia 
and Europe, thereby bridging the gap in the 
quality of care experience offered to patients 
by merging Artificial Intelligence and Business 
Design. Leveraging five years of fast-paced 
startup experience, she aims to solve real-
world problems and drive impact on a global 
scale. She is passionate about novel products 
built to simplify customer experiences 
incorporating diverse cultures. When not 
glued to a computer screen, you will find her 
mentoring female coders, playing with her 
dog, and lifting weights at the gym. She biked 
128 km to reach the top of Nandi Hills in 
Bangalore in 24 hours.
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education
Bachelor of Economics (Second Class 
Honour)
universidad de lima, peru

prior work experience
Corporate Credit Risk Analyst 
profuturo afp, lima, peru 

Private Equity Intern 
nexus, lima, peru

Tamara   
Vasquez Acevedo 
rotman mba, 2023

Tamara is a Peruvian economist who 
specialized in finance and is passionate 
about reducing gender inequality. While 
working in a leading pension fund in Peru 
as a corporate Credit Risk Analyst, she was a 
committee member of Women in Leadership 
(WIL), an initiative of the Scotiabank Group 
in Peru that seeks to reduce the gender gap 
in senior positions. In 2020, her team won 
the #WIN challenge, a volunteer program at 
Scotiabank, and received funding for projects 
to assist convicted women to reintegrate into 
society. She expects to continue contributing 
to gender equality from her position in the 
finance industry.
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education
Bachelor of Business Administration 
(Double Major in Global Business and in 
Finance) 
the hong kong university of 
science and technology,  
hong kong, china

prior work experience
Assistant Vice President, Global Aviation 
citi, banking, capital markets and 
advisory, hong kong, china 

Tiffany   
Leung 
rotman mba, 2023

Tiffany is passionate about urban mobility, 
infrastructure investment and digitalization. 
As an aviation enthusiast, she has worked 
towards her childhood dream. She was the 
sole Associate in Citi Global Aviation for Asia 
Pacific. She facilitated structuring, originating 
and executing episodic financings for leading 
airlines and lessors across 10+ countries. She 
also helped promote aviation digitalization, 
for example, data analytics, sustainability and 
travel ecosystem. Beyond work, Tiffany is 
committed to advocating LGBTQ+ inclusion. 
She has been actively involved in community 
events, such as Hong Kong Pride Parade, 
Citi Pride Network, LGBTQ+ Leadership 
Development Program, and Community 
Business LGBTQ+ Mentorship Program.
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education
Bachelor of Arts in English Literature

Master of Arts in Translation and 
Interpreting
beijing language and culture 
university, beijing, china

prior work experience
Senior Consultant
deloitte, shanghai, beijing, 
chengdu, china 

Tingting    
Yu 
rotman mba, 2023

With five years of consulting experience, 
Tingting is deeply committed to solving 
problems and creating true values for clients. 
She enjoys embracing new challenges and 
worked in three offices across China at 
Deloitte. She is passionate about leading 
industrial transformation and making an 
impact on enterprises and people, assisting 
them to achieve greater success. Outside 
of her professional interests, Tingting loves 
traveling, photography, and expanding 
opportunities for others. She has devoted 
herself to improving children’s education in 
rural China for over ten years to ignite their 
potentials towards a brighter future.
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education
Bachelor of Science, Chemistry
national tsing hua university, 
hsinchu, taiwan

prior work experience
Assistant Channel & Category 
Development Manager
Unilever, taipei, taiwan 

Vanessa   
Lu
rotman mba, 2023

With a sales/marketing professional and 
training in chemistry, Vanessa spent her past 
three years working in the consumer goods 
industry in Taiwan. Having a strong interest 
in analyzing market dynamics and shopper 
behaviors, she enjoys leveraging consumer 
insights to bring exciting innovation plans to 
commercial trades. Besides her professional 
life, Vanessa is a solo backpacker and has 
traveled to 25 countries in the past 25 
years. As a person who loves exploring new 
ideas and sharing positive impacts, Vanessa 
enjoys immersing herself in challenges 
and surrounding herself with people from 
different backgrounds. She defines herself as 
an adventurer with a heart full of ambitions.
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education
Bachelor of Technology, Mechanical 
Engineering
veermata jijabai technological 
institute, mumbai, india

prior work experience
Investment Banking Associate 
kotak mahindra capital company 
ltd, mumbai india 

Fundraising Intern
myna mahila foundation, mumbai 
india

Yamini   
Talgaonkar
rotman mba, 2023

Yamini brings a diverse background – She is 
a Mechanical Engineer with extensive work 
experience in finance. Yamini identified 
her passion and aptitude for finance while 
working in investment banking. Being 
constantly struck by the lack of women 
mentors at her engineering school and work, 
Yamini wanted to pursue a path that lets her 
utilise her finance skills for the upliftment of 
women and hence interned at an NGO which 
works in the women’s health space. Yamini 
loves being in nature and has trekked in the 
Himalayas, surfed in the Arabian Sea and, 
travelled across Asia, Africa, Europe, and 
North America.
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education
BSc. Accounting and Finance,  
First Class Honour
city university london, uk

MSc. Management 
university college london, uk

prior work experience
Senior Associate
jp morgan chase & co., london, uk 

Yvonne   
Yang 
rotman mba, 2023

Yvonne was born in China but grew up in the 
UK. Within the past five years, she participated 
in interesting roles and projects as part of 
JP Morgan Chase, including launching the 
company’s first digital retail bank outside 
of the US, developing the revenue strategy 
for new products, and delivering a new 
technology platform for internal groups. 
Yvonne always had a passion for start-
ups, influenced by her father who is an 
entrepreneur. Her initial trial in 2017 failed 
but with precious lessons learned. She looks 
forward to her new adventure with Rotman 
and Canada in pursuit of her goals.


