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Intellectual Property 
Intellectual property (IP) rights are legal regimes of property rights 

covering ideas, inventions, discoveries, symbols, images, expressive works 
that have an existence separable from a unique physical embodiment



Forms of IP

Two broad categories:

Industrial property: includes patents, trademarks and industrial designs

Copyright: which covers literary works, films, music, artistic works and 
architectural design and software

Speakers today will mostly focus on patents as they are the most
important for health sector firms. We will also touch on other forms of
IP and alternative to IP (trade secrecy)



Patents 

Most common form of IP for new
products and production processes

A patent owner (patentee) has the right
to stop others from making, using, selling
the product or the process in the country
granting the patent

Lasts 20 years



What is a patent worth? 

Study by researchers at HBS, NYU and SSE shows that  start-ups successfully filing 
their first patent: 

• 55% higher employment growth

• 80% higher sales growth

• 47% higher likelihood of securing funding from venture capitalists

• 76% higher chance of securing a loan

• 128% higher likelihood of IPO



3 common IP issues with health startups

1. Access to University IP (startups founded by university
researchers) – Tamara O'Connell

2. Filing the first patent(s) (When, where and what to
patent) - Steve Leonard

3. Managing IP (licensing technologies to/from large
companies) - Ella Korets-Smith
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